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Grands Sites de France :
lconic cultural and natural landscapes

* Cultural landscapes = interaction between nature and people
* Heritage as one, rarely only natural or only cultural

* Protected by a powerful

law dating back to
1906/1930

* Very popular and well
known Sites / Landscapes
in France

* High tourism pressure




A National Policy for the "Grands Sites de France”

* Policy founded in 1976
* Reference to WHC 1972
* Protection and conservation with a
special attention to values and the
spirit of the site
* Tourism flow management
< * Open to large numbers of visitors
_kl/’l\' with a focus on interpretation
1 * Need of balance between visitors
(tourism) and inhabitants (daily life)
* Contribution to the economic and
visitors iInhabitants social development of the area

site

DE FRANCE

+* sustainable site management
** partnership
** territorial approach




FaCing CongEStiOn PrOblemS . Vehicles/Visitors/Commercial pressure

40 sites = 32 million
visitors each year




"Grand Site de France" National Policy Goals

Allow each Grand Site to get back its

* beauty
e charm
e value

* all qualities that motivated its conservation and protection.
* Bring the sites to landscape and environmental excellence.
* Perennial and exemplary sustainable management (sustainable development
— economic, social and environnemental)
* Enable visitors to
» feel site's genius loci
* experience the site
* discover all its aspects
* feel welcome
* Make heritage sites a leverage
* for local sustainable development
* local dynamics
* shared governance



BEFORE 1982 AFTER 1982

State and its
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GRAND SITE DE FRANCE : a label for sustainability

LABEL
* created by the state (Ministry of environment and

sustainable development)
* recognizes the role of the local body in sustainable

management of the site
National

* given for six years
* mandatory evaluation
Comm|SS|on for , '
syPerspectives award the label DE FRANCE
and Landscapes

gives its point of
view

GRAND SITE

Minister of
Environment’and

rance Network
gives its point of
view
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authority
managing a
heritage site
applies for
the label




Grand Sites' Managers

* Local management

* Local authorities as main actors

* Managing bodies dedicated to Grand Sites' Management
* A new skill : "heritage site manager”

* Multidisciplinary, on site teams
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GRAND SITE DE FRANCE NETWORK

* Founded in 2000
* Association (NGO) regrouping local Grand Sites’ managing bodies
* | site = | managing body = | voice
* |7 members in 2000 > 40 members in 2013
* Small and reactive team (4 people)
* Sharing experience and good practices
* Training
* Dissemination
¢ Communication towards
* Inhabitants
* Local businesses and stakeholders
* visitors
* Partnership with ICOMOS France




GRAND SITE DE FRANCE : integrated approach of heritage

EU 2020 Strategy = Grands Sites de France Network's approach

Sustainable growth = GSF's mantra
Inclusive growth = social development and local development associating local

stakeholders (inhabitants, businesses, local authorities)
Smart growth = innovation

Integrated approach — Grands Sites de France at a crossroads

Integrated management
Territorial approach = all components are included (agriculture, environment,

cohesion)

Crossover financing
EU policies and funds that correspond : Natura2000, Life+, ESE ERDF, EAFRD,

Leader, Interreg



OURVISION

Conservation

Promotion (and (environment,
interpretation, culture)
making people

jgiistand and

Sustainable

Management
(environment,
social inclusion,
local
development)

Integrated Management



Examples : EU-Grands Sites de France Network in the past

Natura2000 and Life+...
* Three quarters of our members are Natura2000 (partly or entirely)

* Some are directly in charge of Natura2000 and Life+
* Grand Prix Natura2000 since 2010
* Example from the Gorges du Gardon — rebuilding cultural heritage

Lifet+ —




Examples : EU-Grands Sites de France Network in the past

... linked to ESF...
Several members have "Employability schemes” with special brigades

Specialized in dry stonewalls or general maintenance (landscape upkeep)
Better results in Grands Sites de France than elsewhere (pride)

Example from Bibracte-Mont Beuvray, Solutre-Pouilly-Vergisson and the
Gorges du Gardon




Examples : EU-Grands Sites de France Network in the past

... linked to ERDF and EAFRD and Leadevr...
* Rural regions = cohesion policy

* Local sustainable development through heritage sites (territorial approach)
* Innovation
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AN INTEGRATED APPROACH :

* impossible to talk only about environment or agriculture or cohesion policies
® integrated and territorial approach as a necessity

® partnerships are key

®* heritage sites are not attraction parks

* often indirect and long term impacts

® crossover financing

®* heritage = leverage for EU 2020 strategy goals.
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Since 2010, a new project: The International Francophone Centre for Exchange
and Training of Heritage Site Managers

* A large partnership
* An international network

* Intensive training on integrated
management 201 | and 2013

http://www.polepatrimoine.org

* Possibility of cooperations

17
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